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SUBJ: BURMESE DISPOSAL OF SEIZED NARCOTICS 
REF: A) BANGKOK 32617, B) STATE 197939 

1 . EMBASSY BANGKOK IS MAKING A CONTINUING EFFORT TO ENCOURAGE 
THE THAI TO IMPROVE THE SYSTEM OF STORAGE AND DISPOSAL OF SEIZED 
NARCOTICS. OUR PRIMARY INTEREST IS TO ENSURE THAT, ONCE REMOVED 
FROM THE ILLICIT MARKET, THESE DRUGS DO NOT FIND THEIR WAY BACK 
INTO ILLICIT CHANNELS. AT PRESENT, THE THAI AUCTION SEIZED OPIUM. 

BUT IN PAST, THE PRACTICE HAS BEEN TO DESTROY SEIZED, REFINED 
OPIATES SUCH AS MORPHINE AND HEROIN ONCE ALL COURT CASES INVOLVING 
THEIR SEIZURE HAVE BEEN DECIDED. UNFORTUNATELY, REFINED OPIATES 
TEND TO BE STORED FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME BEFORE THEY ARE 
DISPOSED OF, THEREFORE INCREASING THE POSSIBILITY OF PILFERAGE OR 
THEFT. 

2. WITH INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY S/NM, THE MISSION IS CURRENTLY 
ENCOURAGING THE THAI TO SELL THEIR STOCKS OF REFINED OPIATES TO 
LEGITIMATE PHARMACEUTICAL FIRMS. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN KNOWING 
HOW THE BURMESE HANDLE THIS PROBLEM, AS A POSSIBLE EXAMPLE TO 
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THE THAI. WE ASSUME THAT, OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, AND 
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ESPECIALLY WITH INCREASING BURMESE DETERMINATION TO ELIMINATE 
NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING, LARGE QUANTITIES OF OPIUM, MORPHINE, HEROIN 
AND OTHER OPIATES HAVE BEEN SEIZED BY BURMESE AUTHORITIES. 


3. DOES EMBASSY RANGOON HAVE ACCURATE FIGURES ON TOTALS SEIZED 
OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS? HOW HAVE THESE NARCOTICS BEEN DISPOSED 
OF? DO THE BURMESE SELL ANY SEIZED NARCOTICS TO COMMERCIAL PHARM 
ACEUTICAL COMPANIES? IF SO, WHICH OPIATES, AND TO WHAT COMPANIES? 
HOW DO THE BURMESE ENSURE THAT SEIZED NARCOTICS DO NOT RE-ENTER 
THE ILLICIT MARKET? IS EMBASSY ABLE TO MONITOR ANY OF THESE 
DISPOSAL ACTIVITIES? ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS AND ANY 
RELATED INFORMATION EMBASSY CAN SUPPLY WILL BE APPRECIATED. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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